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"Hundreds of thousands of groundbreaking innovations are sitting on the shelf literally waiting to 
be examined," David Kappos, Director of the USPTO, told an audience at a biotechnology 
conference earlier this year. "[This results in] jobs not being created, life-saving drugs not going 
to the marketplace, companies not being funded, businesses not being formed," Kappos added. 

And while many say patents spur entrepreneurship because they give inventors a stronger 
incentive to invent, and offer venture capitalists more reason to open their wallets -- others 
disagree entirely.  

Patents, they argue, do not increase incentives to invent, and are not vital to startups getting 
financing. In fact, they can harm innovation because they breed intellectual property battles that 
stall billion-dollar innovations over patents worth far less. Often these legal battles are between 
large technology firms and so-called "patent trolls" -- firms that buy up patents with the sole 
intention of shaking down large companies that allegedly infringe on them. As the Economist 
notes, a group recently found that these types of cases have risen from 109 in 2001 to 470 in 
2009. 

As the flood of patent-marking lawsuits continues to flow, and the debate spills into Congress, 
legislation to fix America's broken patent system remains tied up in the Senate. 
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